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ready to fight each other at a moment's notice.
It would be very noble if all the countries of the
world could adopt the ideal of Asoka. Instead of
conquering the nations they should try to civilize
them. Instead of sending soldiers to other coun-
tries, they should send missionaries of peace.
If this were done, the world would be a much
happier place. Nor is this difficult to do. Shri
Ramkrishna Paramahansa, one of the noblest
saints in Bengal in the nineteenth century, re-
stated this ideal for the guidance of the men of
to-day* He appealed to the people of the world
to believe in the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man.
In other directions, also, Asoka made his in-
fluence felt. He was a great builder. In the monu-
ments that he erected we find the best testimony
to his work. A historian has said that he built
five kinds of monuments; stone pillars, topes,
rails of fine workmanship, churches, and mon-
asteries. Some of these exist even to-day, such as
the tope at Sanchi, the lion pillars at Sarnath, and
the polished caves at Barabar near Gaya.
Asoka is looked upon by people as the ideal
philosopher-king, a king who is also a saint. Not
only did he govern well, but he enriched Indian
culture also. This can be proved from the various
works of art that he left behind. More than this,
he taught people religious tolerance, respect for
others, and love of the fine things of the spirit.